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CENTER MATERIALS
NOTE: VERY IMPORTANT TO KNOW YOUR SCHOOL CURRICULUM, CHILDRENS’ INTERESTS, GOALS & OBJECTIVES, AND SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION

READING:
1. Books related to curriculum, theme, interests. Neat display of books, easily accessible. Wide range of levels.  

1. Reformatted books. Teacher rewrites books to child’s level, using illustrations from the books.

2. Small table

3. Tape with earphones to listen to commercial tapes of books or tapes of books recorded by instructors.

4. Newspapers 

5. Magazines, especially for special interests

a. American Girl

b. My Back Yard

c. Ranger Rick

d. Sports

e. Highlights

6. Telephone directories

7. Comic books

8. Cookbooks

9. Menus

10.  Catalogs

11.  Scrapbooks of students (small albums)

12.  Sequence cards

13.  Teacher made independent materials (matching) (file folder games)

14.  Stationary and writing utensils

15.  Flannel board and materials (stories, letters)

16.  Poetry books and charts

17.  Big Books

18.  Rhyming materials

19.  Tape recorder to tape into

MATH:
1. Labeled bins, tubs for manipulatives

2. Variety of manipulatives for sorting, classifying, counting, pouring, ordering. (look in math kits, collect items as buttons, small interlocking blocks, beans, shells, bottlecaps, paperclips)

3. Parquetry and pattern blocks and activities

4. Calculator

5. Pencils

6. paper

7. Dominoes

8. Scales
9. Several different sized containers

10.  Coins

11.  Moveable clocks

12.  Rulers

13.  Egg cartons

14.  Math story books

15.  Sand timers

16.  Jars

17.  Small pitchers

18.  Measuring cups and spoons

19.  Beads

WRITING:
1. Markers, crayons, pencils (different sizes), Wiggle pens, regular pens, chalk

2. All sorts of paper

3. Etch-A-Sketch

4. Journals, diaries

5. Stencils

6. Scissors

7. Glue, tape, paper clips, stapler

8. Notebooks

9. Typewriter or computer

10.  Carbon paper

11.  Stamp sets

12.  Wipe off boards and commercial wipe off cards

13.  Envelopes
14.  Calendars
15.  Order pads
16.  Stationary
17.  Address books
18.  Order pads, menus, Mayer-Johnson food cards

SCIENCE:
1. Binoculars

2. Camera

3. Compass

4. Flashlight

5. Funnels

6. Kaleidoscope

7. magnets

8. Magnifying glass

9. Maps

10. Mirrors

11. Microscope

12. Prisms

13. Scale

14. Stethoscope

15. Thermometer

16. Cellophane paper
17. Cardboard tubes

18. Bulbs, seeds, plants

19. Birdfeeders

20. Cages for small animals

21. Feathers

22. Notebooks

23. Rocks, pebbles

24. Seashells

25. Soil

26. Fish, frogs, tadpoles, guinea pigs, ant farms

27. Science books based on interests

28. Nature magazines, (ranger Rick, My Backyard), dinosaur books

29. Sink and float materials

30. Measuring cups, spoons, eyedroppers

31. Food coloring

32. Jars

33. Materials for smells, tastes

34. Cooking materials

Remember to always have materials related to your school’s curriculum in each area for some students

Sensory:

Consider specific children; but easy class materials can include:

1. 1.
Rocking chairs
(check Toy’s are us” to the floor rockers

2. Body socks

3. Beanbag chairs

4. “Pillow” chairs – elongated ones: Can buy in stores or Southpaw

5. “Soft tunnels”- Buy material at Joanne Fabric ask for material that comes in a tube and is for cuffs

6. T-stools (for teacher directed times)

7. Sensory bins – can be filled with rice, sand, water, cheerios, birdseed, etc.

8. Weighted lap pads (make w/towels and weights or rice packets)

Other areas can include:

1. Art

2. Manipulatives

3. Language Master

4. “Life Skills” – living area – “kitchen, living room, etc”
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