6. What are My Rights?: 95 Questions and Answers About Teens and the Law by Thomas A.
Jacobs: Teenagers have many questions about the law, but often they don't know where to turn
for answers. This book makes it easy to explore 95 legal questions that pertain specifically to
them.

Genre:

Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform

7. The Wall: Growing up behind the Iron Curtain by Peter Sis: In his most personal work to date,
Peter Sis offers a brilliant graphic memoir, taking readers on an extraordinary journey as he
recalls his youth growing up in Czechoslovakia in the 1960s, when his country was on the
Communist side of the Iron Curtain.

Genre:

Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform

8. Story of Achilles by unknown: During the Trojan War, Achilles was the Greek's best warrior;
his nymph mother, assisted by the gods, held him by his heel when she dipped him in the River
Styx making him immortal everywhere but there.

Genre:

Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform

9. Anna of Byzantium by Tracy Barrett: In the eleventh century, the teenage princess Anna
Comnena fights for her birthright--the throne to the Byzantine Empire--which she fears will be
taken from her by her younger brother, John.

Genre:

Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform

10. Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack Obama: Born in 1961
to a white American woman and a black Kenyan student, Obama was reared in Hawaii by his
mother and her parents, his father having left for further study and a return home to Africa. So
Obama's not-unhappy youth is nevertheless a lonely voyage to racial identity, tensions in school,
struggling with black literature. This is his story in his own words.

Genre:

Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform

11. “My Summer Vacation in The Dells” by Jerome Gardner: Jerome Gardner describes his trip
to Wisconsin Dells in five thrilling paragraphs.

Genre:

Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform

12. “The Story of the Three Bears” by unknown: Goldilocks, a little girl with blonde hair, is lost
in the forest. She comes upon a house that seems comfortable and safe, but the house is actually
the home of a family of bears.

Genre:

Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform

13. “The Lion and the Mouse” by unknown: A lion almost eats a mouse that woke him, but the
mouse begs forgiveness and promises to return the favor. The lion lets the mouse go. Later, the
lion is captured by hunters and tied to a tree; the lion roars for help. The mouse hears the lion's
pleas and frees him by gnawing through the ropes. The last line of the story is: “Little friends
may prove great friends.”

Genre:
Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform




14. “Xbox 360 Operations Manual” by Microsoft: Explains how to operate the Xbox 360 and
includes a trouble shooting guide.

Genre:
Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform

15. “Little Red Riding Hood” by unknown: a girl walks through the woods to deliver food to her
sick grandmother. A wolf goes to the grandmother's house, eats the grandmother, and waits for
the girl, disguised as the grandmother.

Genre:
Author’s Purpose: Entertain Persuade Inform




The Breakaway

As far as Justin knew, there was only one way out of his neighborhood: basketball. So he ran
with the ball like the hounds were chasing him. He could drop any of the older guys at the court
in a blaze of crossovers, fadeaways, and finger rolls, and the younger guys didn’t stand a chance.
Justin saw his way out and he ran for it. But the world has a funny way of changing right when
you think you’ve got things figured out, and that’s just what happened to Justin.

One day when Justin was shooting around at the local court, some guys from another block ran
up and asked to play. The big one in the middle said that he had heard that Justin was the best
and he wanted to see if it was true. Justin said, “Nah, Man, I’m just shooting around with my
cousin, | ain’t trying to get all sweaty right now.” But the big guy was insistent, and Justin’s
cousin was bugging, “C’mon, Justin, drop this guy.” So Justin figured that he’d just do what
everyone wanted and play.

Justin was running all over the big guy and making his shots while he did it. But just as the
outcome of the game seemed certain, the big guy shoved Justin as he went for a lay up. Justin
went flying in just such a way that he managed to tear up his right knee. The doctor said Justin
might never play again, and if he did play, he wouldn’t play the same. Justin was devastated.

The first six weeks, Justin just laid in bed with his leg in a long cast feeling like a broomstick.
He watched three reruns of The Simpsons every day and ate potato chips until the bag was
empty, and then he’d dig the salt and grease out of the corner with his index finger. Justin blew
up like a balloon as watched his once bright future fadeway. Right when he reached the bottom
of the pit of despair, Justin’s sister, Kiki came home from the university

She came in the house like a whirl of sunshine, bringing exciting tales of a far away land called
college. Justin was amazed and intrigued by the dorm room dramas and campus craziness that
Kiki told, but he could hardly believe any of it. It was as if she were telling him about some
fantasy land high above the clouds. Justin gazed off dreamily as she spoke.

“Justin!” She interrupted his day dream. “Let me see your progress report.” Justin was
ashamed. His grades had really slumped since his injury. “Oh no, this won’t do, J,” she said.
“We’re going to have to get these up.” Well, Justin was a pretty stubborn guy, but his older
sister had a way of getting him to do things that nobody else could. So, while she was home on
break, they studied together, and they talked, and they worked, and Justin felt better than he ever
had before.

After spending those weeks with his sister, Justin realized that he didn’t want to feel bad for
himself any more, and he didn’t want to quit. Basketball used to be his thing, and he was good at
it, but now there was only school, so he had to get good at that. Justin passed through all his
classes like a half-court trap. By the time he got to senior year in high school, his GPA was
hovering in the slam-dunk position. The last thing that Justin had to do to get into the college of
his choice was score well on the ACT. Well wouldn’t you know it? Using the study skills
Justin had acquired from his sister, Justin scored a 24 on the ACT. That’s not the highest score a
person can get, but it was high enough for Justin. Now he had his academic game together.

Though the recruiters never came to Justin’s door, every university that he applied to accepted
him; and when the fall came, Justin had his choice in colleges. Though he’d miss his family,
Justin decided to enroll in the sunniest university in Hawaii, and nobody could say that Justin
made a bad choice.



“The Breakaway” - Reading Skill Sheet

1. Author’s Purpose:  entertain inform
Why did the author write this?

2. Genre:

Ex: Nonfiction or fiction

3. Narrator’s Point of View:

persuade

1st-person, 2nd-person, 3rd-person

4 & 5. Summarize the text:

Five key events from beginning, middle, & end.

6. Exposition

A.
Setting:

When and where does the story take place?

B. Conflict:

Describe the conflict in the story.

7. Rising Action: List some events that occur before the climax.

1.

2.

3.

Climax:
The turning point

Falling Action: List some events that occur after the climax.

1.

2.

Resolution:
When the conflict is solved







