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[image: image2.wmf]Hockey is a favorite game in Pittsburgh because of the Penguins.  Hockey is played in almost every school in Pittsburgh from elementary through high school.  There are some things about hockey that school students really need to know.  The first part is about hockey sticks.
Before 1880 most players made their own sticks.  Sticks were made from wood and broke easily.  In the late 1880’s a Montreal company began manufacturing hockey sticks.    They were still made of wood but the shape kept getting better and the blades longer and more square allowing better control of the puck.  Then in 1928 the Hilborn Company in Montreal came up with a new design.  The designs kept changing and then the materials changed.  In the 1970’s a change had to happen because there was too much competition for wood supplies.  There wasn’t enough wood and it was too expensive.  Companies began to experiment with other materials so they  used less wood.  

Now, stick makers achieve strength and keep lightness by using 3 primary materials  for sticks.  They are wood, aluminum and composite.  Composites use Kevlar which is super strong, and graphite.    Wood is still the weakest but when wood is used every piece is inspected before it enters the assembly process.  If the lumber is irregular with knots or mineral deposits it is rejected by the NHL.  The NHL shop that sells equipment says on it’s website that the wood sticks break more easily.  With these stronger materials sticks don’t break easily so when real hockey players use them roughly they won’t break.
In schools, many times the sticks are made of wood.  These can break very easily.  When a school loses a hockey stick they have to order more.  Sometimes there isn’t enough money to get more for the next year.  Schools can only order materials one time a year.  So when a stick or other equipment breaks they may be out of luck for a whole year.  In real hockey, as said above, most sticks are made out of strong material that won’t break.  So a team player can hit the stick against anything and it won’t break.  If equipment does break, an NHL team can easily order more, much easier than a school.  An NHL hockey league can be worth $130 million.  A school would never have money like that.
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Another thing that happens in REAL HOCKEY is roughness by team members.  Most of this roughness is for show for the fans.  The players use expensive protective gear.  But, sometimes the players can still really get hurt badly.  In REAL HOCKEY, if the players get too rough investigators are brought in and sometimes a player can be charged and convicted.

In SCHOOL HOCKEY, using roughness is not allowed at all.  Kids are playing to learn the game and for fun. Schools do not have the kind of protective equipment REAL HOCKEY has so  if roughness is used they can really hurt another student or adult.  There are no fans to show off to and no money being made.  Playing SCHOOL HOCKEY is for 3 reasons -   to learn, to have fun, and to show sportsmanship. 
As a good student, and a smart hockey fan, I will remember to try my hardest NOT to hit a hockey stick because if it breaks, my school may not be able to replace it.  
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As a good student and a smart hockey fan, I will remember NEVER to use equipment to hurt a student or an adult.  I will remember I play SCHOOL HOCKEY – to learn, for fun, and to show sportsmanship. That kind of school player is a trophy winner.
