[image: image1.wmf]Social Skills – Teacher Alert: 
Some of your students are involved in a social skills group.  They have recently covered the topic:  Conversation Skills – Getting Started.   Your knowledge of this lesson may help the students generalize what they learn to other environments.  You may be able to:
· Refer to topics and strategies in real situations for all students

· Reinforce students when they practice what they have learned

What they learned:

1. When it is a good time to start a conversation; when it is NOT a good time:

a. If hurried, busy, talking privately, showing closed posture, should be doing something else

2. How to start a conversation:  

a. Greet

b. Ask or say something about Present, Past or Future

c. Ask about their interests

d. Listen – show you are interested – give feedback

e. Follow up with on topic questions and/or comments

3. Sentence starters

4. How to tell if a person is interested (expressions, eye contact, not busy)

5. How to know their interests:

a. What they are wearing, doing, watching

b. Something known about the past

c. Common interests (classes, TV show, club or group; music groups)
           They received a “Social Power” Point magnet:
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If you have a moment….

E-mail __________________ with any information that may help the group 
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for the next lesson ________________________!







