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	Effective Use of the Classroom Environments 
	

	
	

	1. Creates schedules appropriate to individual students
	

	2. Adapts Schedules as needed so students can access independently
	

	3. Uses Mini-schedules within an activity
	

	4. Ensures students always know what “comes next” after completing an activity
	

	5. Schedules students and ensures that they are accessing a minimum of 3 centers daily
	

	6. Visually organizes tasks for independent work so each student can complete the task independently or with minimal support 
	

	7. Visually organizes overall classroom (students and adults can easily understand each environment in the classroom; where things belong, where to locate items, etc.)
	

	8. Utilizes Age appropriate and functional life skills materials as appropriate to students
	

	9. Sensory materials are accessed when needed by the student; this may be during instruction; “breaks”; leisure; or scheduled time for sensory input
	

	10. Implements routines that promote independence in the classroom (predictable sequences , method of transitioning clear, waiting time minimal)
	

	11. Teacher plans at some level with related service personnel (ex. Co-teaching, pre viewing IEPs, consultation)
	

	12. Organizes Materials and prepares in advance of lessons and activities
	

	13. Class team follows written roles and responsibilities on the posted lesson plan and/or individual schedules 
	


TEAM NOTES:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	  Communication Skills

	
	

	1. Speaks clearly in short sentences
	

	2. Avoids sarcasm 
	

	3. Teaches emotions, facial expressions during structured times and within environment
	

	4. Translates social, emotional reactions, and interactions when the need arises
	

	5. Provides appropriate communication systems and opportunities to access across all settings 
	

	6. Adults use the student’s communication system to communicate
	

	7. Helps student access/learn their communication system 
	

	8. Provides response time for student to process and formulate language                  
	

	9. Uses naturalistic teaching strategies throughout the day           
	

	10. Uses routines to promote communication
	

	11. Uses visual supports as needed to promote communication
	


TEAM NOTES:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Promoting Social Interactions/Social Skills Training

	
	

	1.  Utilizes standardized social skills curricula 
	

	2.  Utilizes Social story techniques as applicable
	

	 3.  Uses visuals throughout the classroom to promote and teach interactions as appropriate (i.e., social scripts, cue cards, posters, etc.)
	

	4.  Utilizes Peer mediation techniques as applicable                
	

	5.  Teachers appropriate social skills  via lessons and role playing
	

	6.  Teaches Social skills within the environment
	

	7.  Provides sincere, enthusiastic feedback to promote and maintain interactions
	

	8.  Models phrases children can use to initiate and continue interactions
	

	9.  Effectively selects and arranges materials that promote interactions
	

	10.  Incorporates opportunities for interaction via structured routines, cooperative games, activities
	

	11.  Encourages peer partners in routines and during instruction 
	

	12.  Demonstrates sensitivity to peer preferences and personalities: considers peer placement during class activities
	


TEAM NOTES: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Providing Positive Behavior Guidance

	
	

	1.  States rules and directions positively
	

	2. Frequently reinforces children when appropriate
	

	3. All adults are consistent behaviorally
	

	4.  Provides behavior guidance according to function of behavior (communicative, sensory, expectations too high or low, confusion, need for sameness, attention seeking)
	

	5. Carries out behavior programs according to plan
	

	6.  Keeps directions simple, short, specific;  provides response time, reduces direct demands/commands
	

	7. Phrases directions as statements not questions when choice not an option; tell children what they can do, giving alternatives; phrase everything in a positive manner avoiding, "can't", "don't", "no"
	

	8. Provides choices with directions frequently           
	

	9. Provides visual supports within academic work: visually chunks materials; i.e., writes cues on paper; uses post-its to tab chapters, cuts or folds paper in half, uses white out to eliminate problems or choices in multiple choice, etc.
	

	10. Uses hierarchy of prompts (independence first)
	

	11. Uses interruption/redirection (as appropriate to the situation)
	

	12. Uses extinction (as appropriate to the situation)
	

	13. Speaks calmly and quietly
	

	14. Provides appropriate communication systems and opportunities to access
	

	15. Ensures that students are engaged in learning activities with limited wait times
	

	16. Provides predictability
	

	17. Offers alternative behaviors and models appropriate behavior
	

	18. Discontinues task as needed (as appropriate to the situation)
	

	19. Provides sensory solutions as appropriate
	

	20. Provides social stories as appropriate
	

	21. Provides environmental structure
	

	22. Uses student's names, greets, communicates at eye level, verbally interacts during routine activities
	

	23. Shows empathy and acceptance of children's feelings
	

	24. Teaches social skills that promote positive behavior (deep breathing, requesting breaks, requesting help, etc.)
	

	25. Avoids “why” questions regarding behavior
	


TEAM NOTES

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

	Monitoring Progress on IEP Goals and Objectives

	
	

	1.  Data sheets exist for each goal/objective and are completed within classes
	

	2. There is a manageable data system (shared among team/days designated/easy to access, etc) 
	

	3. Embeds Goals and objectives into the student’s day
	

	4. Provides more than a rating on progress reports
	

	5. Makes Instructional decisions based on data
	

	6. Criterion on data sheets reflects criterion method on IEPS
	

	7. Updates data sheets
	


TEAM NOTES: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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