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When the Watson Instiruce acquired
Craig [House in 2001 {and subscoquentdy
renamed the program Cralg Academy)
one of the problems addressed way rhe
nced for a new building. The program’
locarion at 751 Morth Megley Avenue in
Pirtshureh’s Last End was provioush g
community center, buile in che 1950

“I'he building was never meant ro be o
school,” noted Marilyn Hovson, PR
Wamsons chief operating afficer. A
for the students we serve, this just isn’t
a suitable learning environment”

Cralg Academy’s programs provicde
celucation for childeen and eens with
serious @mational chf:il(.‘ngt&: as well
as o partial hospital componenr

o address stedens” psvehological needs.

The Fast [nd location eurrendy serves
as a middle and high school pragram

Previously, Craie’s elementary school

program was also housed av dus locatan,

undl stadencs were relocated o Warson’y

newly renovared Sharpshurg building
last year,

“sarcry 15 our first concern,” explained
Deaize Sedlacel, direetor of programs
at Craig Academy, “Our students necd
tey Feel that theie school is 2 safe haven,
a place where they can concentrawe on
learning,”

sinces 2007, 10 has leen the sk of
Wansons Chiel Dxecutive O fficer,
Rayioaul 5 W hite, and YWarsons
Bourd of Trustees to find o solutdon

tey the Craie Academy building issue.

s been a long and arduons process”
said Whire, “Bhut, we all agreed thar
wo wanted o find the best lang-rerm
solution for our students aned staft,
ool just a quick fix for the problem ar
hand, Wo've looked at several opnons,
from buildings that we could renovate
or demalish entirely; to schaols thar
were previously elosed and available
fior purchase, Welve also weighed
staying in the Ciey 1o moving o a
maore subuarban location. 1ts been

a long road, but we've really made
preat progress in our search. [o'y all
coming together,”

A key componoent of 2 new Cralg
Academy faciling will be o better Hoor
plan havour, “The corment Bvoul is nol
conducive y the specitie aceds ol our
studenes,” added D Hovson, “Rich
o, the mucrision coenrer s on the Hrs
floor, with other classrooms. o
the lunch periods, the stdenrs, who
may alveady have ditficulry

focusing, are turther distrered.”

Alecs, due to space 1ssues, the offices

iof wratt, sich as socil workers, are far

ermtinted o sagpe 5



Fu‘fi]lil]g tlle NEEd (eont from page 1)

removed Trom the educational arcas,
making 1L diffcalt for studenes o
access thelr support services, Toesting
and meetings are also constrained by
ollice stee and the lack of conkerence

TUMCHTIR,

For Craig Acsdemy’s stadents, the con-
fined, enclosed spaces —and uraircondi-
tioned building — often increase tension
and stress levels. A simple bump in the
lallway berween clagges could be seen as
the act of initiating a fight The hallways
are extremely narros and the problem is
further exacerbared by the addidon of
student lockers, Congequenty, because
there is no available space, many
students do not have individual lockers,

cournges interactve learning as well as
hands-on teaching approach. Beeanse
the nuerition conter only accammidates
25 students, additonal luneh periods
must he scheduled,

W also have virtually no starage For
cducational materials foe our stodens or
curriculum develapment resourees for
e professionals, which are vieal o our
pragrams” Sedlicel added.

[ planning the new fiching Warson will

weick the I'_"k'['!li_'.1"[i'5{_' of orthiers i the feld

and YWaraon soft o offer the lest and
most state of the art educadonal center
to serve students. [Distance learning
technelogy will be integrated int the
design, to continue Watson’s etforts o
train school disoicr professionals as well
as college and university students in the
tields of mental bealth, peveholom,
pevchiatry and special education.

“Welre commirted to sharing our
expertise with others”” White said.
Wetre able to help more children when
wee train others in the field, who can
then use aur hest practice technigues w
worl with children with special needs”

T be able to teain onhers and conduet
applied research av our schools, Watson
must bave exemplary programs,
including the facilities in which they are
housed. “We've made grear progress
with the Craig Academy program since
we acquired it five vears ago, recruiting
lighly qualified staff and forming
educational partnerships with cthe
University of Piveshbueeh,” D Flovson
explained. “But we need a new building
that takes into aceount the necds of a
school and more specifically, the needs
of the populadon that we serve”



